SUPERFREAKONOMICS HOMEWORK QUESTIONS
Chapter 1 (Part 1) – Pgs 19-26
Due: Mon 4.13/Tues 4.14

	DIRECTIONS: Answer these questions fully, in complete sentences, and on a separate sheet of paper.



1. Describe how men and women have compared over time with respect to such factors as life expectancy, discrimination, and abuse (who has better “odds” with each of these topics?). How has the comparison between the two changed over the past 100 years?

2. Describe how the incomes earned by men and women compare at the present time by answering:
a. Is there a significant difference between the two? 
b. Describe the factors that are believed to account for the observed wage gap.

3. Describe how women have fared with respect to participation in sports, educational opportunities, and incomes in the time SINCE Title IX became law (how has it helped or harmed them?). In addition, to what extent has this law benefitted female coaches of college women’s sports teams?

4. In relation to prostitution at the turn of the century:
a. What was the conventional wisdom?
b. What was the reality? 

5. Describe how the revenues earned by the proprietors and the employees of the Everleigh Club compared to the average for prostitutes in Chicago (who made more?) What factors accounted for this difference? 

6. One observation made in Superfreakonomics is that punishing the prostitute is not an effective means of decreasing the demand for prostitution services (as in, it won’t effectively stop prostitution). Why do Levitt and Dubner disagree with this statement?


SUPERFREAKONOMICS HOMEWORK QUESTIONS
Chapter 1 (Part 1) – Pgs 19-26
Due: Mon 4.13/Tues 4.14

	DIRECTIONS: Answer these questions fully, in complete sentences, and on a separate sheet of paper.



1. Describe how men and women have compared over time with respect to such factors as life expectancy, discrimination, and abuse (who has better “odds” with each of these topics?). How has the comparison between the two changed over the past 100 years?

2. Describe how the incomes earned by men and women compare at the present time by answering:
a. Is there a significant difference between the two? 
b. Describe the factors that are believed to account for the observed wage gap.

3. Describe how women have fared with respect to participation in sports, educational opportunities, and incomes in the time SINCE Title IX became law (how has it helped or harmed them?). In addition, to what extent has this law benefitted female coaches of college women’s sports teams?

4. In relation to prostitution at the turn of the century:
a. What was the conventional wisdom?
b. What was the reality? 

5. Describe how the revenues earned by the proprietors and the employees of the Everleigh Club compared to the average for prostitutes in Chicago (who made more?) What factors accounted for this difference? 

6. [bookmark: _GoBack]One observation made in Superfreakonomics is that punishing the prostitute is not an effective means of decreasing the demand for prostitution services (as in, it won’t effectively stop prostitution). Why do Levitt and Dubner disagree with this statement?

[P e o e s e ]

[T ——————r—

T T o ik e o W o e oo e o o St




